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all of Tulane’s receiving records and be-
came the first player in school history to
gain over 1,000 yards receiving two years
in a row. He had 68 catches for 1,033
yards and seven TDs in 1986.

“I’know he's one of the top receivers in
the country, and there’s no way I can see
another player being of more value to his
team than Marc is to this football team,”
said Tulane coach Mack Brown. “We
work at getting the ball to him.”

Tulane has deep threats at flanker in
Maurice Nelson and Mario Ballestrasse,
but tight end is a question mark.

The offensive backfield is solid since
the top three rushers of a year ago re-
turn—Rodney Hunter (657 yards),
Jones, and Marvin Allen (373). They will
run behind a wall that is highlighted by
tackle Andre Lockley (6-6, 269).

The Green Wave won't have trouble
scoring points this season, but they bet-
ter find a way to keep the opposition out
of the endzone. They allowed a stagger-
ing 334 points in posting-a 4-7 record last
season.

The most active defenders are line-
backer Richard Harvey, who had 102
tackles and three interceptions, defen-
sive back Thurston Harrison, a heavy
hitter who had 108 tackles and three
interceptions, and end Fred Davis (6-1,
219). The only lineman with experience is
tackle Richard Sauter (6-3, 250).

“We need to play with aggressiveness
and confidence,” said Mack. “We need to
start believing that we can get the job
done on both sides of the line.”

Virginia Tech

Frank Beamer, the first alumnus to
coach the Hokies in 42 years, has a tough
act to follow.

He inherits the shell of a team that
went 9-2-1 and defeated North Carolina
State in the Peach Bowl for the most
successful season in school history.
Gone are 12 starters, including tailbacks
Maurice Williams and Eddie Hunter,
who accounted for 1,901 of Virginia
Tech’s 2,226 yards on the ground in 1986.
Also gone are leading receiver Wayne
Snell, four offensive linemen, and the
front six on defense.

“We have players who have a tremen-
dous desire to win again,” said Beamer,
who had a42-23-2 record in six seasons at
Murray State. “We're optimistic that we
can keep the winning tradition going.”

Despite the loss of key personnel, the
Hokies have enough proven talent, led
by 10 returning starters, to expect an-
other winning season.

For the second consecutive year the
offense will be directed by Erik Chap-
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man, a rapidly improving quarterback
who passed for 1,627 yards and 10 TDs
and ran for two TDs. The 6-0, 197-pound
Chapman will again hook up with three
of his favorite targets from a year ago—
tight end Steve Johnson (33 catches, 391
yards, 3 TDs) and flankers David Everett
(15-205) and Myron Richardson (9-112).
Tyrone Branch, a 4.5 speedster who
played sparingly at tailback last season,
switched to flanker in the spring and
moved into the starting lineup.

Earnie Jones (114 yards) is set at full-
back, but the job at tailback is wide open
with the leading candidate being Mal-
colm Blacken. Three redshirted play-
ers—Ralph Brown, Lamar Smith, and
Carl Coles—will challenge the veterans.

A young offensive line will be rebuilt
around senior guard Kevin Keeffe (6-1,
260), the lone returnee.

Defensively, the Hokies will line up
with a lot of new people who lack only
experience. The new leader could turn
out to be Victor Jones, a part-time starter
last year at end who had 49 tackles and a
blocked punt. Although the front line
was decimated by graduation, the line-
backing corps is solid, led by Jamel
Agemy, the team’s second-leading tack-
ler in ‘86. A couple of converted defen-
sive backs—Sean Lucas and Eddie Neel,
who was sidelined early last season by a
knee injury—have been switched to out-
side linebacker. Hard-hitting safety
Carter Wiley, who had 74 tackles and
three interceptions last year, heads up
the secondary.

If the games are close, Virginia Tech
will have an edge with junior placekicker
Chris Kinzer, who hit 22 of 27 field goals
in 1986 and provided the winning
margin in six games.

Rutgers

Some of the optimism for the 1987
season was tempered in the spring when
starting tailback Matt Prescott and start-
ing nose guard Doug Kokoskie went
down with knee injuries. Both Prescott,
the leading rusher last year with 606
yards and six TDs, and Kokoskie will be
lost for the year.

Still, Dick Anderson’s Scarlet Knights
return a solid nucleus from last year’s
5-5-1 team, with seven starters (not
counting Prescott) back on offense and
five (not counting Kokoskie) on defense.

Rutgers is looking for continued im-
provement from junior quarterback Scott

Erney, who completed 50% of his passes
for 1,160 yards and six TDs, although he
didn’t become a starter until midway
through the season. The experience
should help Erney cut down on his 11
interceptions. He has a flock of sure-
handed receivers in senior tight ends
Bruce Campbell, last year’s leader with
30 catches for 323 yards, and Greg
Alvord, and speedy wideouts Brian
Cobb and Eric Young. In addition to
being deep pass threats, Cobb and
Young are dangerous kickoff and punt
returners.

The Knights have a bevy of runners to
replace Prescott. Fullback Curtis Ste-
phens is a bruiser in short-yardage situa-
tions and has the speed to come out of
the backfield to catch passes. Dan Lip-
sett, Mike Botti, and Henry Henderson
will share time at tailback.

The offensive line has some holes in it,
but tackle John Kutz (6-4, 250) and guard
Doug Strickland (6-3, 245) are good ones.

The strength on defense will be the
secondary, which features senior corner-
back Jean Austin, sophomore Derek
Baker, and senior Sean Washington.
They will be playing behind a set of new
linebackers—Pat Udovich and either Bob
Speidel or Chris Peckel.

The defensive front wall will be
weakened without Kokoskie, but end
Alec Hoke (6-2, 235), third last year and
the top returning tackler, is expected to
soften the loss. Part-time starters George
Bankos (6-4, 270), Scott Miller (6-4, 250),
and Nick Tompkins, a 6-7, 250-pound
transfer from Rice, will get first crack at
filling some of the gaps.

Navy

The Midshipmen enter the 1987 sea-
son under new coach Elliot Uzelac, who
is bringing in the Wishbone attack and
new enthusiasm in an attempt to turn
around the program. Uzelac will be start-
ing almost from scratch since only a
handful of starters return from last year’s
team, which finished the year with
seven straight losses and a 3-8 record.

“Idon’t want to be so one-dimensional
that we can’t do anything else, butI like
the Wishbone,” said the 45-year-old
Uzelac, who spent the past five years as
an assistant at Michigan. “I think it lets
you make use of the talent available, and
you can teach the offense as quickly as
any. It’s also very team-oriented.”

Uzelac will give the responsibility of
directing the offense to quarterback John
Nobers, a senior who has played seven
downs in three years, completing one
pass for six yards and rushing three
times for 17 yards.
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Mid-American
Conference

Toledo’s Momentum Is
The Winning Edge

NTERING THE FINAL DAY OF

the 1986 season, three teams were

ied for the Mid-American Con-
ference lead and the possibility of a six-
way tie existed. This season will be no
different.

“There’s a ton of experienced teams
coming back,” said Tim Rose, coach of
defending champion Miami. “It's as
wide open as I've ever seen it. But that’s
been the norm. I would expect a wide-
open race.”

The fact that six teams finished within
two games of Miami is a tribute to the
MAC's competitiveness. So too is the fact
that no school has won back-to-back
championships since Central Michigan
in 1979 and ‘80. In fact, six different
teams have won the league title in the
last nine years.

Picking this year’s champ is not an
easy task. Seven teams have legitimate
shots at the title. But when the smoke
clears, the Toledo Rockets should stand
atop the MAC standings.

Toledo

The Rockets (7-4 overall and 5-3 in the
MAC a year ago) ended 1986 as the
MAC's hottest team, winning their last
five games.

“We ended strong in 1986, but that’s
1986,” said coach Dan Simrell.

Recent history, however, indicates
there’s more to it than that. Miami went
into last season with a five-game win-
ning streak; 1984 champion Bowling
Green won its last four in 1983; 1982
champion Northern Illinois won its last
three in1981; and 1981 champion Bowling
Green won five of its last six in 1980.

“The team that gets hot at the end of the
year usually has kept it going,” Miami’s
Rose said. “Toledo has the momentum.”
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The Rockets return nine starters on
offense, but they have one huge hole to
fill—the loss of tailback Kelvin Farmer,
who led the MAC in rushing with 1,532
yards.

The offensive line, with George Lin-
berger and twins Todd and Tim Olsen,

Predicted Order Of Finish
1. Toledo

2. Miami

3. Kent State

4. Eastern Michigan

5. Central Michigan

6. Bowling Green

7. Ball State

8. Western Michigan

9. Chio U.

Players To Watch:

Steve Huffman, LB, Toledo; Gary Patton,
TB, Eastern Michigan; Andy Schillinger,
WB, Miami; Rodney Stevenson, TB, Cen-
tral Michigan; Sheldon White, DB, Miami;
Patrick Young, QB, Kent State; Eric Wil-
kerson, TB, Kent State

Teams To Watch:
Kent State, Miami

Games To Watch:

Oct. 24—Miami at Toledo; Oct. 31—
Toledo at Kent State; Nov. 14—Miami at
Kent State

figures to be one of the league’s best,
while experience is also back at wide
receiver, where Eric Hutchinson and Bob
Waczenski return.

Six starters return on defense, includ-
ing All-MAC linebacker Steve Huffman,

but the secondary, which lost five fifth-
year seniors, could be suspect.

Another factor working against Toledo
is the schedule. The Rockets play both
Miami and Kent State, the teams ex-
pected to give them their stiffest chal-
lenge, on the road. Last year, the home
team won 30 games and lost only six in
MAC play.

“Our goal is to be a contender,” Simrell
said. “We’ve got to keep ourselves in that
position.”

Miami

The Redskins lost plenty of talent from
last year’s 8-4, 6-2 team, but they still
have sufficient talent returning.

Three first-team Al-MAC selections
are gone, including the league’s most
valuable player, quarterback Terry Mor-
ris. Tailback George Swarn, a second-
team choice who rushed for 1,112 yards,
also graduated.

In Oxford, though, talent is never at a
shortage. Miami has won 13 titles in its 39
years in the MAC.

Heading the list of returnees is all-
league wingback Andy Schillinger,
whose 20.8 yards per catch average was
ninth best in the nation last season.
Schillinger accounted for 955 yards and
12 touchdowns receiving, tops in the
nation.

Also returning are defensive tackle
Andrew Marlatt and defensive back
Sheldon White, both first-team AlIl-MAC
choices a year ago.

“The nucleus is solid,” Rose said. “The
key is how well our quarterbacks and
running backs come along. We have a
chance to be a good football team. We
can be competitive, but you can say that
about any team in this league.”

With placekicker Gary Gussman, who

FOOTBALL DIGEST






Ohio Valley
Conference

The Defending Co-Champions
Lead Another Tight Race

OLKS AROUND THESE PARTS

will tell you that some of the best

football in Division I-AA is played
in the Ohio Valley Conference.

With good reason, too. The OVC has
compiled an impressive track record in
I-AA competition.

Since 1979 the OVC has had at least
two members finish in the top 10 of the
final I-AA poll, with the exception 0f1983
when Eastern Kentucky finished eighth
and Middle Tennessee was 17th. Eastern
Kentucky won the I-AA championship
in 1979 and 1982. The conference should
be even stronger with the addition of its
newest member, Tennessee State. The
Big Blue, who sports the best winning
percentage in the history of I-AA, re-
places the University of Akron.

Co-champions Eastern Kentucky and
Murray State, along with Middle Tennes-
see, should fight it out for the conference
crown. Tennessee State is ineligible for
an OVC championship until 1988 be-
cause itis a first-year team, but it can still
participate in the I-AA playoffs. The
OVC could send as many as four teams
to the playoffs.

Eastern Kentucky

At Eastern Kentucky, winning is
something that the fans have become
accustomed to. That’s why the Colonels’
10-3-1 record last season wasn’t really a
big deal. They expected at least that.

Head coach Roy Kidd should provide
more victories with 14 starters returning
from last year’s team, which made it all
the way to the semifinals of the I-AA
playoffs. Eight starters return from the
I-AA’s top rushing defense last season,
including three all-conference members:
nose guard Eugene Banks, 6-0, 256;
tackle Harold Torrens, 6-0, 249; and cor-
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nerback Danny Copeland, 6-2 and 208.
On offense, Eastern must find a re-
placement for graduated quarterback
Mike Whitaker. Until it does, Kidd may
just instruct his quarterback to hand the
ball off to James Crawford (1,288 yards

Predicted Order Of Finish:
1. Eastern Kentucky
2. Middle Tennessee State
3. Murray State
4. Youngstown State
5. Austin Peay
6. Morehead State
7. Tennessee Tech
*Tennessee State
*Ineligible to win championship until 1988

Teams To Watch:
Middle Tennessee State, Murray State,
Youngstown State

Players To Watch:

James Crawford, RB, Eastern Kentucky;
Marvin Collier, QB, Middle Tennessee;
Stanley Howard, WR, Murray State; Mike
Lewis, RB, Austin Peay; Jason Proctor,
CB, Youngstown State; Bryan Williams,
LB, Tennessee State

Games To Watch:

Oct. 10—Murray State at Eastern Ken-
tucky; Oct. 177—Eastern Kentucky at Mid-
dle Tennessee; Nov. 14—Murray State at
Middle Tennessee

and 13 TDs) or Elroy Harris (1,134 yards
and 14 TDs in ‘85). Harris returns after
sitting out last season with academic
problems. They should have plenty of
holes to run through if all-conference

tackle John Jackson (6-5, 272) continues
his all-star performance.

Middle Tennessee State

An early-season slump cost the Blue
Raiders a shot at both the OVC crown
and the playoffs last year. You can bet
that coach Boots Donnelly won’t let that
happen again.

The Blue Raiders could have one of the
most potent offenses in the country if
quarterback Marvin Collier is healthy
after offseason shoulder surgery. A
healthy Collier can beat opponents with
his passing, scrambling, and smarts.
Without him, the Blue Raiders offense
could sputter like it did last season.

Another weapon in the backfield is
running back Gerald Anderson, who is
big enough to go inside and fast enough
to go outside. But the Blue Raiders still
must find replacements for four all-con-
ference players (Tony Burse, Cecil An-
drews, Dwight Stone, and Roosevelt
Colvard). Jack Pittman is the only regular
returning to the defensive line, but Sam
Boxely (from the defunct Wichita State
program) will see plenty of action.

Murray State

Mike Mahoney takes over the head
coaching position at Murray State after
serving six years on the Racers staff as an
assistant under Frank Beamer. And
Beamer, now at Virginia Tech, didn't
leave his former aide empty-handed.

The Racers will be paced by a trio of
horses in the backfield. Missouri natives
Rodney Payne and Bill Bird form “The
Missouri Mule Train,” and this season
they will be joined by Willie Cannon,
who was the Division I-AA’s top fresh-
man runner in ‘83.

Sophomore Michael Procter will re-

FOOTBALL DIGEST






Conference

It's Ohio State’s Turn, But
You-Know-Who Will Be Tough

RED AKERS IS RIDING OUT OF

the Southwest, ready to introduce

his offense, Texas style, into the
Big 10 this season as the new coach at
Purdue. He may have picked the right
year.

The former University of Texas coach is
going to find life in the Big 10 in 1987
quite a bit different from what he and
everyone else has seen lately.

Akers’ preference for a Wishbone,
run-oriented attack would normally
have been out of place in the Big 10,
which recently has become a quarter-
back’s league. But this is the year of the
rusher in the conference.

Unfortunately, Akers didn’t bring
some of those oversized Texas running
backs like Earl Campbell with him to
West Lafayette. He may be looking up at
the league’s other stellar runners from
the conference cellar.

It's been more than a decade since the
three-yards-and-a-cloud-of-dust philos-
ophy of the late Woody Hayes ruled the
Midwest.

In the 1980s it was essential that teams
have a throwing quarterback. The teams
that did have one survived, went to bowl
games, and wound up in the top 20.
Those who didn’t found themselves at
the bottom end of the Big 10.

But, to repeat, things are shifting this
year in the Big 10, which may give Akers
reason for some optimism.

The top quarterbacks have graduated
while nine of the top 10 rushers have re-
turned.

“Ican tell you about the respect we had
for the Big 10 when I was in Texas,” Akers
said. “It's a tremendous conference,
probably the best in the country. They
built that reputation with great quarter-
backs and defense”
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For a time—about a week to be exact—
Akers looked like he had the gunslinger
capable of bringing Purdue back to the
forefront of the conference while he in-
stalled his ground attack.

Predicted Order Of Finish:
1. Ohio State
2. Michigan
3. lowa
4. Michigan State
5. Minnesota
6. Northwestern
7. lllinois
8. Indiana
9. Wisconsin

10. Purdue

Players To Watch:

Cris Carter, WR, Ohio State; Chris
Spielman, LB, Ohio State; Lorenzo White,
RB, Michigan State; Rick Bayless, RB,
lowa; Jamie Morris, RB, Michigan; Doug
Mallory, DB, Michigan; Mike Greenfield,
QB, Northwestern

Teams To Watch:
Michigan State, Northwestern

Games To Watch:

Oct. 3—Michigan State at lowa; Oct. 17—
lowa at Michigan; Oct. 31—Michigan
State at Ohio State; Nov. 14—Ilowa at Ohio
State; Nov. 21—Ohio State at Michigan

Jeff George, the No. 1 recruited player
in the country two years ago, was ready
to blossom as a Boilermaker QB.

Trouble was, George and his family
saw game films of Akers’ Wishbone run-
ning attack. What they envisioned was

George handing off time after time in-
stead of throwing bombs. The result:
George went packing to Miami, Fla.

“It's a bit unfair to say all we were
going to do is run,” Akers responded.
“Look at what we did at Texas. We ran the
ball only about 60 percent of the time.
You can’t win running the ball every
down. We know that.”

But, the Big 10 race has a familiar ring
again this year. Michigan and Ohio State,
which once were known as the “big two”
of the league, have again been joined by
Iowa to form the “big three”

Ohio State

Ohio State is searching to replace vet-
eran quarterback Jim Karsatos. Punter
Tom Tupa figures to be the Bucks' signal-
caller this year, and he’ll have perhaps
the nation’s best receiver to throw to in
Cris Carter, who last year caught 69
passes for 1,127 yards.

The Buckeyes are loaded with talented
rushers. Vince Workman, who scored
seven touchdowns and fell 15 yards shy
of 1,000 yards as a sophomore, is the
latest in a line of sturdy, hard-to-tackle
backs in coach Earle Bruce's backfield. In
addition, Jim Bryant comes back to form
the best 1-2 rushing attack in the Big 10.
Bryant gained 653 yards, including 145
against Utah, as a freshman. The only
question mark on offense is whether the
offensive line will be up to the task of
providing holes for the OSU runners.

On defense, Bruce may have the best
player in the league in Chris Spielman.
The senior linebacker averaged 16 tackles
per game last year.

“What Chris Spielman means to this
football team can’t be measured,” Bruce
said. “He seems to be in on every tackle.
He is a leader out there.”
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1986 NCAA Division I-A Statistical Leaders

PASSING EFFICIENCY
A SCORING
vg.
Name, Schoo! Comp.  Atts. Pct. Yards Galn TDs Ints. Rating Name, Scheo! TDa PATs FGs
Testaverde, Miaml, Fla. ........ 175 278 63.41 2,557 9.26 26 9 165.8 Bartalo, Colorado St. . [
Harbaugh, Michigan .......... 167 254 85.75 2,557 10.07 10 8 157.0 Stevenson, C. Michigan 14 [« ]
Yamma. Michigan St. ......... 200 207 67.34 2,581 8.69 16 1" 150.7 Tato, Georgla .......... 0 0
Halloran, Boston College ...... 159 258 61.63 2,090 8.10 17 6 146.8 later, Taxas ASM ...... 0 37 21
Viasic, lowa .........eieennnnns 93 152 61.18 1,234 8.12 9 4 143.7 Coston, Arizona ........ 0 34 21
Hodson, Loulslana St. ......... 175 288 .76 2,261 7.85 19 8 142.9 Laghar, Okdghoma ...... 0 60 12
Francia.vTennesaee ........... 150 233 38 1,946 8.35 9 6 142.1 Belli, Fresno St. ........ 0 33 21
Saltz, Temple .......coevunen 17 203 57.64 1,727 8.51 12 7 14917 Farmer, Toledo ......... 16 0 O
Van Raaphonst. Arizona St. ....144 239 60.25 1,988 8.32 15 " 141.6 Humphrey, Alsbama ....17 2 0
James, New Moxico .......... 125 215 58.14 1,777 8.27 14 8 141.6 Kinzer, Virginia Tech .... 0 27 22
COMBINED YARDAGE
Total Avg/ INTERCEPTIONS
Name, School G Rush. Rec. PR KR Yards Game
Pelmer, Temple ................ 1 1,866 110 0 657 2,633 239.36 Name, School No. Yards
Calhoun, Fullerton St. ...... 12 1,398 125 138 522 2,183 181.92 Blades, Miami, Fla. ....... 10 128
Brown, Notre Dame ....... .11 254 910 75 688 1,937 176.09 Johnson, Orssm st -9 86
Humphrey, Alabama ...... .12 1471 201 0 344 2,016 168.00 Cook, Stanford . W7 115
Patton, Eastern Mich., ..... 1N 1,058 371 0 384 1,813 164.82 Francis, Baylor . 8 25
Stradford, Boston College .10 1,188 445 0 0 1,633 163.30 Slater. SW Louls) 8 1
Sharpe, South Carclina ... .. 1 104 1,108 180 377 1,777 161.55 , Colgrado St. 7 a3
Farmer, Toledo ......... .1 1,532 203 ] 0 1,735 157.73 Hul e, Oregon .. 7 48
, Co 1 1,419 289 0 0 1,708 156.27 Wagner, W. Mich 7 17
Smith, Navy ...ovvveirennn ..9 280 0 135 1,348 149.78 Wilcox, Brigham Yeung ....7 110
TOTAL OFFENSE
AvgJ Avg/
Name, School Plazyss Yards TDR* Game Name, School Pet. Game PUNT RETURNS
Peraz, San Jose St. ..... 4 2869 14 329. Kinzer, Virginia Tech ... 815 2,00 Nams, School No. Yards
Ellis, South Carolina.....436 2975 23 270.45 Coston, Arizona ....... 875 1.91 Smith, Nebraska ......... 12 227
rison, 2840 13 264.00 Slater, Texas ABM ...... 778 191 Hampton, Long Beach St 24 363
Gerza, 3002 24 25017 amey, Notre Damo 750 191 Ingram, Georgla Tech 233
Testaverde, Miam! 2454 30 24540 Belll, Fresno St. .... 877 1.91 Joseph Arizona St. 5 212
Iking, Wake Fo 2443 17 244.30 Duvic, Northwestem 826 1.78 Garner, Kansas . 4 193
Henning, Maryland 2681 16 243.73 Delins, Colorado St. 792 1.73 Thurmen, Texas Tech 33 444
Jones, Tulane ... 2671 18 24282 Jaoger, Washington 810 1.55 Brinson, Nebraska . 27 340
Wilhs!m. Orego 2 865 9 242.27 Diettrich, Ball St. ... 739 1.55 Martin, Boston colleg 8 222
Egger, .42 233.64 Worlsy, Kentucky . 1 .680 1.55 Hentley, Stanford . 29 353
Touchdowns-losponslble-lormplaysrs’ TDs scored and Lows, Boston College ..17 25 .680 1.55 Mott, S, Mississippi ....... 38 438
pass
RUSHING RECEIVING
Avg/ Avgt KICKOFF RETURNS
Name, School Atts. Yards A 'I'Ds Game Name, School No. Yards Avg. TDs Game Neame, School No. Yards
346 1,866 169.64 Templeton, Lo. Beach St..99 688 69 2 9.00 Roulhac. Clemscn ... 17 561
5.1 18 139.27 Richey, Utah . 775 116 6 744 Penn St. . .12 383
39 19 129.00 Davis, Louisiana S 156 11 7.27 Brown, Notre Dame ..25 698
83 10 12645 Montagne, 111 2 7.09 Jones, Washington .16 407
63 6 125.00 Sharpe, South 149 10 6.73 .lonee, lllinois ....... ... 15 398
53 14 122.67 Liggins, San Jose St. 137 6 655 Ross, Florida St. .......... .22 583
62 15 12258 Zeno, Tulane ...... 152 7 6.18 Thomas, Miami, O. ........ 17 441
325 62 11 12045 Brim, Wake Forest ...... 141 5§ 6.00 Delgado Celifomie ........ 11 285
Stradford, . 1,188 54 10 118.80 Bemstine, Texas AGM ...65 710 1089 5§ 591 Rotello, Air Force ......... 20 518
Calhoun, Fullerton St. .. 259 1388 54 11 116.50 McEwen, Utah .......... 64 721 113 7 582 White, USC .............. 28 656
Team Statistical Leaders
PASSING OFFENSE RUSHING OFFENSE TOTAL OFFENSE
AvgJ/ Avg./ AvgJ
School Atte. Comp. Yards TDs Game School Yards Avg TDs Game Schoo! Plays Yards Play
San Jose State ....458 276 3437 21 3125 Oklahoma 4,452 6. 51 4047 San Jose State ....809 5205 5.8
min 5 305 3523 30 2936 Nebraska . 360 5.1 40 3055 8 6.5
216 3,187 23 2897 9 Tulsa............. 3,184 49 24 2895 54
264 3,187 25 2870 Central Michigan 2,798 47 26 2798 5.9
312 3,149 10 2863 = Amy............. 3042 44 33 2785 54
209 3,095 30 2814 Clemson 3007 46 28 2734 58
259 3,069 21 2790 C. 2960 44 22 269.1 59
270 3,231 23 2693 Alabama 3,167 654 25 2839 57
237 2831 13 2574 Georgla ... 802 4.7 24 2547 6.0
241 2,766 14 2515 North Caroli 2777 50 16 2525 6.0
PASSING DEFENSE
AvgJ
School Atts. Comp. Yards TDs Game
Oklehoma ......... 263 128 1,188 7 1089 RUSHING DEFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE
Tennesses ........ 203 99 1248 7 1135 Avg/ Avg/
Bowling Green ..... 221 109 1257 4 1143 School Atts. Yards Avg. TDs Game Schoel Pl Yards Play
............ 227 119 1,287 4 1170 OCklahoma .......408 668 1. 1 60.7 Oklahoma ........671 1,866 28
Oklahoma State ...193 105 1,331 6 121.0 San Jose State ..387 724 19 4 65.8 Nebraska ......... 700 2580 37
Mls&ssippl State ...197 103 1,423 9 1294 Penn State 383 767 20 5 69.7 Baylor............ 707 2,727 39
............ 263 146 1,464 8 1331 Arizona .. ..392 928 24 9 84,4 Texas AGM .......721 2835 39
MISSISSID.PI ........ 268 127 1,484 6 1349 ylor ...l 386 977 25 11 88.8 Miami, Fla. ....... 777 2888 37
Georgl 129 1,508 9 1389 Brigham Young ..438 1,066 24 12 88.8 { I 781 3223 4.1
Miami, Fla. ........ 281 130 1,508 7 1369 Washington 400 978 24 10 88.9 Washington ....... 728 2882 4.4
Neb: ..258 123 1,539 10 1399 Pitisburgh ..433 1027 24 8 934  lowa ............. 717 3,031 4.2
...... ..239 138 1,600 13 1455 Nebraska ..442 1051 24 7 85.5 Pittsburgh ........758 3,048 4.0
lowa State ........ 253 104 1,600 13 1455 Fresno State 462 1,097 24 4 99.7 Brigham Young ....789 3,334 4.2

Individual Statistical Leaders
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Sep 26
Oct 3
Oct 10
Oct 17
Oct 24
Oct 31
Nov 7
Nov 14
Nov 21

atLSu

at lllinols
Indiana

at Purdue
Minnesota
Michigan St.
at Wisconsin
lowa

at Michigan

OKLAHOMA
Coach: Barry Switzer
1986 Record: 11-1-0

Sep 5 N. Texas St.
2 N. Carolina
at Tulsa
at lowa St.
at Texas
Kansas St.
Colorado
Oct 31 at Kansas
Oklahoma St.
Missouri
at Nebraska

OKLAHOMA STATE

Coach: Pat Jones
1986 Record: 6-5-0
Tulsa

at Houston

at Wyoming

SW Loulsiana
Colorado
Nebraska

at Missouri
Kansas St.

at Oklahoma

at Kansas

lowa St.

OREGON
Coach: Rich Brooks
1986 Record: 5-6-0

at Colorado
at Chio St.
San Diego St.
Washington
usi

C
at UCLA
at Stanford
California
at Arizona St.
at Washington St.
Oregon St.

Nov 14
Nov 21

OREGON STATE

14-0
24-22
39-11

30-17
31-10
24-26

38-0
47-12
56-10
28-0

64-
19-0
77
20-17

23-27
12-28

21-20

32-30

3-38
21-36

7-41
27-9

17-37
2717
49-28

Coach: Dave Kragthorpe

1986 Record: 3-8-0

at Georgla

Sep 12
San Jose St.

Sep 19
Sep 26

at Arizona
Arizona St.

at Washington
UCLA
Stanford

at Oregon

PACIFIC
Coach: Bob Cope
1986 Record: 4-7-0
at California
Sacramento St.
at Arizona St.
at Washington
New Mexico St.
Long Beach St.
at Utah St.
Fresno St.
at San Jose St.
at Fullerton St.
at UNLV

Sep 5

Sep 12
Sep 19
Sep 26

Oct 10
Oct 17
Oct 24
Nov 7

Nov 14
Nov 21

PENNSYLVANIA
Coach: Ed Zubrow
1986 Record: 10-0-0

Cornell

at Bucknell
Oct3  at Columbia
Oct 10 Brown

Oct 17 Navy

Oct 24 at Yale

Oct 31 Princeton

Sep 19
Sep 26

12-23
12-28
0-49
7-17
28-49

317

41-14
21-38
10-14

9-10

38-39
21-15

31-21
10-7
42-7
34-0
30-26
24-6
23-10

Nov 7 at Lafayette
Nov 14 at Harvard
Nov 21 Dartmouth

PENN STATE
Coach: Joe Paterno
1986 Record: 12-0-0
Sep 5 Bowling Green
Sep 12 Alabama
Sep 19 Cincinnati
Sep 26 at Boston Coll.
Oct3 Temple
Oct 10 Rutgers
Oct 17  at Syracuse
Oct 31 W. Virginia
Nov 7  at Maryland
Nov 14 at Pittsburgh
Notre Dame

PITTSBURGH
Coach: Mike Gottfried
1986 Record: 5-5-1

at BYU

N. Carolina St.
Tewle

atW. \ﬁgnla
Boston Coll.
Notre Dame
at Navy
Syracuse

at Rutgers

Penn St.
Kent St.

PRINCETON
Coach: Ron Rogersen
1986 Record: 2-8-0
at Dartmouth
at Davidson
at Brown
Calumbla

Sep 5
Sep 12
Sep 19
Sep 26
Oct 3
Oct 10
Oct 24
Oct 31
Nov 7
Nov 14
Nov 21

Sep 19
Sep 26
Oct 3
Oct 10
Oct 17 Lehigh

Oct24 at Harvard

Oct 31 at Pennsylvania
Nov 7 Colgate

Nov 14 Yale

Nov 21 Cornell

PURDUE
Coach: Fred Akers
1986 Record: 3-8-0
at Washington
Louisville
Notre Dame
at Minnesota
llinois
Ohio St.
at lowa
Wisconsin
Michigan St.
Northwestern
at Indiana

RICE
Coach: Jerry Berndt
1986 Record: 4-7-0

Lamar

at Texas Tech
Texas A&M
Arkansas

at Baylor
Houston

RICHMOND
Coach: Dal Shealy
1986 Record: 4-7-0
at New Hampshire
at Wake Forest
Massachusetts
&t Delaware
Connecticut
at James Madison
at Maine
Rhode Island
at Bostoen U.
Villanova
at William & Mary

RUTGERS
Coach: Dick Anderson
1886 Record: 5-5-1
Sep 5 at Cincinnati
Sep 12 Syracuse

1987 COLLEGE YEARBOOK

42-14
17-10
217

14-14
13-19
48-16

10-9

6-28

10-24
20-14

14-3
10-23

13-14
8-39

38-12

21-24
19-20
22-29

11-26
28-14
56-15

14-21

48-28
16-10

Sep 26 Kentucky 16-16
Oct3 Duke
QOct 10 at Penn St. 6-31
Oct 17 Boston Coll. 11-9
Oct24 at Army 35-7
Oct 31 at Vanderbilt
Nov 7  Pittsburgh 6-20
Nov 14 at W. Virginia 17-24
Nov 21 at Temple 22-29
SAN DIEGO STATE
Coach: Denny Stolz
1986 Record: 8-4-0
Sep§ atUCLA 14-45
Sep 12 Utah 37-30
Sep 18 at Alr Force 10-22
Sep 26 at Oregon
Cct3 at WF)mlng 31-24
Oct10 UTE 15-10
Oct 17 Stanford 10-17
Oct 24 Long Beach St. 27-24
Oct 31 New Mexico 38-34
Nov7 atBYU 10-3
Nov 14 at Hawali 35-5
Nov 21 Colorado St. 27-26
SAN JOSE STATE

Coach: Claude Gilbert
1986 Record: 10-2-0
Sep 5 East. [liincis

Sep 12 at California 35-14
Sep 19 at Cregon St.

Sep 26 at Stanford 10-28
Oct3  Fullerton St. 48-24
Oct 10 New Mexico St. 45-7
Oct 17 at Fresno St. 45-41
Oct 24 UNLV 23-20
Oct 31  at Utah St. 38-28
Nov 7 Pacific 44-15
Nov 14 atlongBeachSt.  38-14

SOUTH CAROLINA
Coach: Jos Morrison
1986 Record: 3-6-2

Sep 5 Appelachian St.
Sep 12 West. Carolina 45-34
Sep 19 at Miami, Fla. 14-34
Sep 26 at Georgia 26-31
Oct3 at Nebraska 24-27
Oct 10 Virginia Tech 27-27
Oct 17 Virginia 20-30
Gct24 E. Carolina 38-3
Oct 31 N. Carolina St. 22-23
Nov 14 at Wake Forest 48-21
Nov 21 Clemson 21-21
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
Coach: Ray Dorr
1986 Record: 7-4-0
Sep 5 Delta St.
Sep 12 SW Missouri St. 35-14
Sep 19 at Austin Peay 24-17
Sep 26 [linois St. 20-3
Oct3 atKansas 23-35
Oct 10 at Fresno St.
Oct 17 West. lliincis 21-24
Oct 24 Arkansas St. 7-22
Oct 31 at Indiana St. 16-14
Nov 7 at East. lllinois 7-52
Nov 14 at No. lowa 27-24

SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI
Coach: Jim Carmody
1986 Record: 6-5-0

Sep 5 at Alabama 17-35
Sep 19 Tulane 20-35
Sep 26 Texas A&M 7-16
Oct3  at Louisville 31-16
Oct 10 Florida St. 13-49
Oct 17 Mississippi St. 28-24
Oct 24 at Memphis St. 14-9
Oct 31 Jackson St.

Nov 7  NE Louisiana 28-19
Nov 14 E. Carolina 23-21
Nov 28 at SW Louisiana 17-0

SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA
Coach: Nelson Stokeley
1986 Record: 6-5-0
Sep 5 at Mississippi St.

Sep 12 UNLV

Sep 26 at Cklahoma St. 20-21
Cct3  at Alabama

Oct 10 NW Louisiana St.

Oct 17  at Mississippi 20-21

Oct 24 at NE Louislana 24-20
Oct 31  So. Misslasippi 0-17
Nov 7 Memg;‘ls St. 26-10
Nov 14 at Tulane 39-42
Nov 28 Colorado St.
STANFORD
Coach: Jack Eiwa)
1986 Record: 8—4-5
Sep 5 at Washington - 14-24
Sep 19 at Colorado
Sep 26 San Jose St. 28-10
Oct3 UCLA 28-23
Oct 10 at Washington St.  42-12
Oct 17 at San Diego St. 17-10
Oct 24 Oregon 41-7
Oct 31 Arizona 29-24
Nov7 atUSC 0-10
Nov 14 at Oregon St. 17-7
Nov 21 California 11-17
SYRACUSE
Coach: Dick MacPherson
1986 Record: 5-6-0
Sep 5§ Maryland
Sep 12 at Rutgers 10-16
Sep 19 Miami, O.
gg{: 26 at Virginia Tech 17-26
3  at Missour 41-9
Oct 17 Penn St. 3-42
Oct 24 Coll:ﬂate
Oct 31 at Pittsburgh 24-20
Nov 7 &t Navy 31-22
Nov 14 Boston Call. 9-27
Nov 21 W. Virginia 34-23
TEMPLE
Coach: Bruce Arians
1986 Record: 6-5-0
Sep 5 at Tolsdo
Sep 12 at Boston Coll. 29-38
Sep 19 at Pittsburgh 19-13
Sep 24 Akron
Oct3 Penn St 15-45
Oct 10 Tulsa
Oct 17 at Florida
Oct 31  at Amy
Nov 7 atE. Carclina 45-28
Nov 14 Houston
Nov 21 Rutgers 29-22
TENNESSEE
Coach: Johnny Majors
1886 Record: 7-5-0
Aug 30 lowa @
Sep 5 Colorado St.
Sep 12 at Mississippi St.  23-27
Sep 26 Aubum 8-34
Oct3 California
Oct 17 at Alabama 28-56
Oct 24 Georgia Tech 13-14
Oct 31 at Boston Coll.
Nov 7 Louisviile
Nov 14 Mississippi 22-10
Nov 21 at Kentucky 28-9
Nov 28 Vanderbilt 35-20
@East Rutherford, N.J.

TEXAS
Coach: Dave McWilliams
1986 Record: 5-6-0

Sep 5 at Aubum
regon St.

Oc:§J 3 Rice 17-14

Oct 10 Cklahoma@ 12-47

Qct 17  at Arkansas 14-21

Oct 31 Texas Tech 21-23

Nov 7  at Houston 30-10

Nov 14 TCU 45-16

Nov 21 Baylor 13-18

Nov 26 at Texas A&M 3-16

@at Dallas

TEXAS A&M
Coach: Jackie Sherrill
1986 Record: 9-3-0

SepS LSU 17-35

Sep 19 Washington

Sep 26 at So. Mississippi

Oct3 atTexas Tech 45-8

Oct 10 Houston 19-7

Oct 17 at Baylor 31-30

Oct 24 atRice 45-10

Oct 31 Louisiana Tech

Nov 14 Arkansas 10-14

Nov 21 atTCU 74-10

Nov 26 Texas 16-3
35
























Southern
Conference

Great Balance Should Lead
To An Exciting Race

HE BALANCE OF POWER HAS
shifted in the Southern Con-
ference.

Ruled by Furman and Tennessee-
Chattanooga during the past decade, the
league saw Appalachian State buck tradi-
tion last season and claim its first-ever
championship. This year the legitimate
contenders have doubled.

Western Carolina, Marshall, and even
East Tennessee State—which didn’t win
a game two years ago—are all threaten-
ing to break into the winner’s circle for
the first time. Life at the top could be
crowded.

“It looks like a very wide-open race,”
said Appalachian State coach Sparky
Woods. “The first division may include
six teams, good teams that are capable of
winning. It’s the most balance I've ever
seen in the conference.”

The Mountaineers enter the fray as the
favorite, but just barely. Still loaded with
talent, they face a tougher schedule and
the loss of John Settle, the most produc-
tive running back in league history.

Should they slip, there’s always Fur-
man, which has finished on top six times
since 1978. Or Chattanooga, three times
a champion over the same span. Or.. . .
take your pick.

Appalachian State

The Mountaineers will open up their
offense more this season, mostly out of
necessity. In the past, the ball was simply
placed in Settle’s hands, and he re-
sponded by galloping for over 4,400
yards and 45 touchdowns. He was the
conference player of the year last season
as he led Appalachian State to a 9-2-1
mark and into the Division I-AA playoffs
for the first time ever.

Plenty of quality players return—
seven starters on offense alone, includ-
ing quarterback Todd Payton. Though
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not flashy, Payton has guided the Moun-
taineers to 16 victories over the last two
seasons and will get a chance to show his
passing arm more this time around.
The offensive line remains virtually
intact and gets an added lift with the
return of tackle James Hardman (6-5,
277). He tore up his knee prior to last
season and didn’t play, but should get

Predicted Order Of Finish
1. Appalachian State
2. Furman
3. Western Carolina
4. East Tennessee State
S. Marshall
6. Tennessee-Chattanooga
7. The Citadel
8. Virginia Military Institute

Players To Watch:

Mark Stock, WR, Virginia Military Insti-
tute; David Mayfield, TB, Western Caro-
lina; Mike Barber, WR, Marshall; Scott
Thompson, DT, The Citadel; Rick Harris,
DB, East Tennessee State; Anthony
Downs, DT, Appalachian State

Teams To Watch:
Western Carolina, East Tennessee State

Games To Watch:

Sept. 26—Western Carolina at Eastern
Tennessee; Oct. 17—Appalachian State
at Furman, and Eastern Tennessee at
Marshall; Nov. 14—Tennessee-Chatta-
nooga at Marshall; Nov. 21—Appalachian
State at Western Carolina

his share of attention this year from
opponents and pro scouts alike.

Another pro prospect, tackle Anthony
Downs (6-2, 275) is also back at full
strength after an Achilles’ tendon prob-
lem, and will anchor a defense that sur-
rendered just 148 points last year.

The Mountaineers have made an art of
special teams play, blocking 15 punts

over the past two seasons, and they also
feature an excellent placekicker in Bjorn
Nittmo, a left-footer from Sweden.

Furman

The Paladins were 7-3-2 last season
and didn't win the league championship
for a change, yet they were still invited to
the Division I-AA playoffs.

The team tied Appalachian State and
Georgia Tech, and led the Southern Con-
ference in total offense and total defense.
With 13 starters back, no one would be
surprised to find Furman atop the heap
at this season’s end.

Still, fullback Robbie Gardner, who
gave the Paladins a 1,000-yard rusher for
the sixth straight year, has graduated,
leaving Kennet Goldsmith and John Bag-
well to pick up the slack in a ground-
oriented attack. Goldsmith ran for 411
yards last season, while Bagwell, a medi-
cal redshirt in ‘86, carried for over 700
yards as a sophomore two years ago.

Quarterback Chris Speaks, who
started the final six games last season,
will operate behind a line that features a
pair of all-conference performers on the
left side in guard Alex Albert (6-0, 230)
and tackle Mark Brown (6-1, 235).

There are few such question marks on
the defensive line, where everybody is
back, including all-conference nose
guard Phillip Ferguson (6-1, 235). The
linebacking corps is led by Darryl Gard-
ner and Jeff Blankenship.

Western Carolina

The Catamounts took their lumps
early last season, losing to the likes of
Auburn (55-6) and South Carolina
(45-24). But they came on strong at the
end to finish second in the conference at
5-2. They should have another fine sea-
son in ‘87, led by a rock-solid defense
that returns eight starters.

FOOTBALL DIGEST






Southwest

Conference

Razorbacks Will Stop
Aggies’ Two-Year Run

MU WON'T BE ALLOWED TO
ompete in the Southwest Con-
ference this fall, but the SWC re-
mains a nine-team league, what with the
eight regulars and the team of NCAA
investigators that seems to live there.

The NCAA has the biggest club of the
bunch and keeps using it on everyone.
Four SWC teams have been bagged by
David Berst’s boys and two more may be
on probation by the time the season
starts.

SMU, the first victim of the NCAA’s
new death penalty, will sit out this sea-
son by force and next season by choice.
TCU, Texas Tech, and Texas are serving
out varying sentences and almost every-
one else has conducted internal in-
vestigations, some more serious than
others. Texas A&M turned in a 2,000-
page, eight-pound report to the NCAA
that included a student-athlete manual,
recruiting manual, athletic dormitory
policies, diagrams of the fire escapes in
the dorms, and the football parking lot
plan. When the NCAA visits A&M, in-
vestigators now know where to park,
where to go in case of fire, and how to act
once they get there.

The rest of the league, unfortunately,
didn’t know how to act when it got to
bowl games last season. What was sup-
posed to be the strongest SWC con-
tingent in years went 1-3 in bowls.

Now SMU is gone, and so are most of
the better players in the league. The most
noticeable absence is former Texas A&M
quarterback Kevin Murray, who set most
of the career passing records in the SWC
and then passed up his senior season of
eligibility for the NFL. Rumors persist
that A&M coach Jackie Sherrill chased
Murray away before the NCAA could
declare him ineligible, but Murray says it
was just time to try the pros.

Murray’s early departure makes Ar-
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kansas the favorite to break A&M’s two-
year reign atop the SWC.

Arkansas
Coach Ken Hatfield has promised to
do two things to spruce up his Wish-

Predicted Order Of Finish
1. Arkansas

2. Texas A&M

3. Texas

4. Texas Christian

5. Texas Tech

6. Baylor

7. Houston

8. Rice

Players to Watch:

Tony Cherico, NG, Arkansas; Joel Porter,
OT, Baylor; Gary McGuire, LB, Houston;
Russell Moses, OT, Rice; Eric Metcalf,
RB,Texas; Paul Jetton, OG, Texas; Keith
Woodside, RB, Texas A&M; Clint Hailey,
C, TCU; Wayne Walker, WR, Texas Tech

Teams to Watch:
TCU, Texas

Games To Watch:

Oct. 17—Texas at Arkansas; Nov. 14—
Arkansas at Texas A&M; Nov. 21—Texas
A&M at TCU; Nov. 26—Texas at Texas
A&M

bone-dry offense: senior quarterback
Greg Thomas will pass and pitch more
often.

The Razorbacks gave the ball to the
fullback up the middle most of last sea-
son in what was one of the SWC'’s most
tedious offenses. Thomas spent all
spring working on his passing, and
now he has junior halfbacks Joe John-

son and James Rouse to pitch to instead
of running it up the middle, which full-
back Sammy Van Dyke will do occasion-
ally.

gebuilding the offensive line was Ar-
kansas’ primary concern, where 6-4, 350-
pound junior guard Freddie Childress is
the anchor. Also returning to the line is
senior tackle Chris Bequette and senior
center Bryan White, with sophomore
Jim Mabry moving in at the other tackle
and senior John Stitten starting at guard.

Replacing wide receiver James Shibest
won't be difficult since the Razorbacks
hardly ever threw to him. Senior Donnie
Centers is an acrobatic receiver, and
sophomore Billy Winston will start at
tight end.

Defense is the Razorbacks’ strong
point, where nine starters return from
the only SWC team that beat league-
champion A&M last season. Only an
outside linebacker and cornerback are
missing.

Nose guard Tony Cherico, a three-year
starter and all-everything candidate, re-
turns to lead the solid front line.

He will be joined by defensive end
Albert Harris, a sophomore, and tackles
Wayne Martin, a junior, and senior
David Schell. Senior Steve Jones will
replace the departed David Dudley at
outside linebacker, with seniors Rickey
Williams and Erik Whitted at the other
linebacker spots.

Back-up quarterback John Bland, a
junior, was moved to cornerback in the
spring and will start. Junior Richard
Brothers returns at the other corner, with
junior Odis Lloyd back at rover and
junior Steve Atwater playing safety.

Texas A&M

Losing Murray may keep the Aggies
from winning a school-record three con-
secutive SWC championships. But it also

FOOTBALL DIGEST
























Big Sky

Conference

Nevada-Reno Will Lead
The Big Sky Pack Again

NE OF THE FEW FEATHERS
not found in Nevada-Reno
coach Chris Ault’s cap is a na-

tional championship. Despite reaching
the semifinals of the Division I-AA play-
offs five times over the last 10 years, the
Wolf Pack have yet to bring home the
crown. In fact, four out of the five teams
Nevada-Reno has lost to in the playoffs
have gone on to become the national
champion.

With Ault’s track record—he’s never
coached a team with a losing record at
any level—it shouldn’t be too much
longer before his team wins a national
title. Since his arrival at UNR in 1976, he’s
posted a 94-36-1record for a .721 winning
percentage. And over the last two years,
his teams have registered a 21-1 regular-
season record, 24-3 overall.

Nevada-Reno

Led by the backfield nicknamed “F-
Troop,” the Wolf Pack are the odds-on
favorites to defend their title. Junior
Charvez Foger and senior Lucious Floyd
form the best running duo in the con-
ference, and should offset the loss of
quarterback Eric Beavers, the Big Sky’s
Most Valuable Player last season.

Last year Floyd led the Big Sky in
rushing with 1,066 yards, while Foger led
the year before with 1,241 yards.

Junior college transfer Jim Zaccheo is
the leading candidate to take over at
quarterback for the Beavers, and wide
receiver Tony Logan, with 41 catches for
703 yards last season, should pick up
some of the slack left by the departure of
last year's leading receiver, Bryan Calder.

Defensively, the Wolf Pack must re-
place four all-conference players, includ-
ing All-America outside linebacker
Henry Rollins. But eight returning start-
ers should neutralize their loss.
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Marty Zendejas, the Big Sky’s all-time
leading scorer, will again give UNR the
best kicking game in the league.

Idaho
Idaho made it to the NCAA Division I-

Predicted Order Of Finish
1. Nevada-Reno

2. ldaho

3. Northern Arizona

4. Montana

5. Weber State

6. Idaho State

7. Eastern Washington
8. Boise State

9. Montana State

Players to Watch:

Charvez Foger, RB, Nevada-Reno; Lu-
cious Floyd, RB, Nevada-Reno; Marty
Zendejas, PK, Nevada-Reno; Greg Wyatt,
QB, Northern Arizona; Larry Clarkson,
OT, Montana; Sean Sanders, RB, Weber
State; Gino Mariani, QB, Idaho State;
Pete Kwiatkowski, DT, Boise State; Jamie
Townsend, RB, Eastern Washington

Teams To Watch:
Eastern Washington, Northern Arizona

Games To Watch:

Sept. 26—Nevada-Reno at Montana, and
Idaho at Northern Arizona; Oct. 177—Ne-
vada-Reno at Idaho; Nov. 7—Eastern
Washington at Weber State; Nov. 21—
Nevada-Reno at Northern Arizona

AA playoffs last season and finished the
season with a respectable 8-4 record. But
the Vandals are hoping to challenge for
the top spot in the Big Sky and topple
defending champion Nevada-Reno.
Neosia Morris, last year’s leading re-

ceiver with 59 catches and three
touchdowns, is back. And all five start-
ers on the offensive line return to anchor
Idaho’s high-powered offense. Soph-
omore quarterback Jim Friesz is the lead-
ing candidate to direct an offense that
averaged 414 yards a game last season.

Idaho’s defense, which gave up 372
yards a game last season, returns six
starters, including three out of four
defensive backs.

Northern Arizona

The emergence of sophomore quarter-
back Greg Wratt last season was a god-
send for the Lumberjacks, as they re-
corded their first winning season since
1979.

Wyatt completed 250 of 392 passes for
2,862 yards and 17 touchdowns. His
yardage and completion numbers were
the best single-season performances in
NAU history.

Wyatt’s favorite target, tight end
Shawn Collins, returns for his junior
year after hauling down 70 passes for
1,016 yards last year.

Defense is an overriding concern for
third-year coach Larry Kentera, having
lost 10 starters from last year. Defensive
end Scott Johnson (6-2, 238), is the lone
returnee from the Big Sky’s second-best
defense last season.

Montana

Second-year Grizzly coach Don Read,
whose squad is coming off a 6-4 overall
record (3-4 in the Big Sky), hopes his
team can improve on their fifth-place
finish with a solid group of returnees.

“We should have a good, solid team,”
said Read. One standout is offensive
tackle Larry Clarkson. At 6-7 and 308
pounds, Clarkson is considered by many
to be a top NFL prospect. But the ques-

FOOTBALL DIGEST






Pacific

Coast

Athletic

Assgociation

Loaded Spartans Have
The Ammunition To Repeat

EFORE THE START OF THE 1986

season, Fresno State quarterback

Kevin Sweeney was grabbing all
the hype as he began his quest to break
Doug Flutie’s NCAA record for passing
yardage in a career. Sweeney broke the
record and the Bulldogs had a good year,
but they were upstaged by San Jose State
and its own quarterback, Mike Perez,
who came from nowhere to lead the
Spartans to the top of the league stand-
ings.

This year Perez and the Spartans are
clear-cut favorites for league honors.
Fresno State looms as the likely chal-
lenger, but the Bulldogs are rebuilding.
Anything other than a two-team race
would qualify as a tale of the unex-
pected.

San Jose State

Okay, so Mike Perez didn't exactly
“come from nowhere.” He emerged from
junior college—the next best thing—to
lead the Spartans to a 10-2 record and a
big victory (37-7) over Miami of Ohio in
the California Bowl.

In a banner junior season, Perez com-
pleted 249 of 421 passes (59.1%) for 3,225
yards and 17 touchdowns. But wait,
there’s more. Tailback Kenny Jackson ran
for 1,135 yards and 12 touchdowns, and
was dubbed by coach Claude Gilbert,
“The best back I ever coached.” Wide
receiver Guy Liggins caught 80 passes
for 1,116 yards and eight touchdowns.

The defense, led by rover Greg Cox, is
solid, and so is the kicking game. The
only area of concern is the offensive line,
where four starters are gone.

Fresno State
Unlike the Spartans, the Bulldogs will
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have to replace their top quarterback
from last season. Sweeney left a host of
passing records by which to be remem-
bered, but that won’t be much help to his
dad, head coach Jim Sweeney.

Kevin Sweeney isn’t the only key

Predicted Order Of Finish
1. San Jose State

2. Fresno State

3. Fullerton State

4. Nevada-Las Vegas

5. Long Beach State

6. Utah State

7. Pacific

8. New Mexico State

Players To Watch:

Mike Perez, QB, San Jose State; Kenny
Jackson, RB, San Jose State; Jethro
Franklin, DL, Fresno State; Barry Belli,
PK, Fresno State; Ronnie Barber, QB,
Fullerton State; George Thomas, WR,
UNLV; Jeff Graham, QB, Long Beach
State; Tony Brown, DB, Utah State

Team To Watch:
Fullerton State

Games To Watch:

Oct. 3—Fullerton State at San Jose State;
Oct. 17—San Jose State at Fresno State;
Oct. 24—UNLV at San Jose State; Nov.
7—Fullerton State at Fresno State

departure. James Williams and Anthony
Mosley, the leading and third-leading
rushers on the team a year ago, are also
gone from last year’s 9-2 club. So is most
of the offensive line. Placekicker-punter
Barry Belli, who was good on 21 of 31
field goal attempts in ‘86, including a

best of 54 yards, will be relied upon even
more.

The same story applies on defense,
where seven starters are gone from a
unit that recorded 70 quarterback sacks
and held opponents to fewer than 14
points a game. But the top sack man,
defensive end Jethro Franklin, is back.

Fullerton State

The Titans should rebound from their
first losing season (3-9) in four years,
unless their schedule is tco great an
obstacle to overcome. Playing in five
different time zones this fall, the Titans
travel to Southeastern Conference pow-
ers Florida and Louisiana State, as well as
to Western Athletic Conference toughie
Hawaii.

Coach Gene Murphy welcomes back
eight starters on offense, including quar-
terback Ronnie Barber (who passed for
more than 1,600 yards and 14 touch-
downs), wide receiver Todd White (41
receptions), and tight end Jim Thornton.
But the Titans will miss running back
Rick Calhoun, the school’s all-time lead-
ing rusher.

The key task for Murphy will be re-
building a defense that was so porous
last year that it allowed at least 24 points
in every game but one. ‘

Nevada Las-Vegas

Head coach Wayne Nunnely is gam-
bling that a new offense, built around the
short pass, will produce big payoffs.

Speedy wide receiver George Thomas,
who averaged 23.8 yards per catch on 34
receptions last year, will be a big part of
the new scheme. He will have to be
because the Rebels lost their top two
ground gainers and must replace quar-
terback Steve Stallworth.
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Western

Athletic

Conference

More Woes For The Cougars: The
Aztecs Will Pass By Again

HEN SAN DIEGO STATE

knocked off Brigham

Young, 10-3, late last season
for the Western Athletic Conference ti-
tle, it marked the first time in 10 years the
Cougars failed to bring the WAC crown
back to Provo.

The last time BYU coach LaVell Ed-
wards’ squad had finished out of first
was back in 1975 whén Arizona State and
Arizona still roamed the WAC prairies
before moving on to greener pastures of
the Pac-10.

Since then, the Cougars domination of
the WAC included one national champi-
onship in 1984 and several Heisman Tro-
phy candidates in quarterbacks Gifford
Nielsen, Marc Wilson, Jim McMahon,
Steve Young, and Robbie Bosco.

It's the Aztecs who now provide the
WAC’s best bet for a Heisman Trophy in
senior quarterback Todd Santos. The
three-year starter could become the
NCAA career passing leader if he rolls
up 3,130 yards or better through the air
this season. Overall, the Aztecs have the
experience to defend their title.

San Diego State

The talk around San Diego concerning
~ the Aztecs program is that it's regained
the prestige, pride, and firepower of its
glory years, when former coach Don
Coryell led them to a 104-19-2 record
between 1961 and 1972.

Chances are good the Aztecs will cele-
brate a second WAC title at the end of the
1987 season—if Santos can stay healthy.
In fact, the health of the 6-2, 200-
pounder—who has already shattered
the career marks of other great Aztec
quarterbacks, such as Brian Sipe, Craig
Penrose, and Dennis Shaw—is vital
since none of the back-ups have any
varsity experience.
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“I anticipate Todd will have an out-
standing year,” said San Diego State
coach Denny Stoltz. “He has a lot of
ability and a lot of the traits you really
like in a quarterback.”

Predicted Order Of Finish
1. San Diego State

2. Brigham Young

3. Wyoming

4. Utah

5. Air Force

6. Hawaii

7. UTEP

8. New Mexico

9. Colorado State

Players To Watch:

Todd Santos, QB, San Diego State; Dave
Futrell, NG, Brigham Young; Galand
Thaxton, MLB, Wyoming; Eddie Johnson,
RB, Utah; Chad Hennings, DT, Air Force;
Al Noga, DT, Hawaii; John Harvey, RB,
UTEP; J.D. Brookhart, WR, Colorado
State

Teams To Watch:
Hawaii, Wyoming

Games To Watch:

Sept. 5—Air Force at Wyoming; Oct. 3—
San Diego State at Wyoming; Oct. 17—
Utah at Hawaii; Oct. 31—Air Force at
BYU; Nov. 7—San Diego State at BYU;
Nov. 21—Utah at BYU.

A problem the Aztecs did face last
season was their inability to protect San-
tos; he was sacked over 40 times during
the year.

According to Stoltz, breakdowns on
the line, new people in certain positions,
and poor blocking strategies were the
cause. Experience on the offensive line—

four of last year’s five starters are back—
should lower the sack exchange.

The Aztecs’ defensive backfield has
three starters returning. Cornerbacks
Mario Mitchell and Clarence Nunn com-
bined to break up 19 passes last season
and safety Harold Hicks had three inter-
ceptions in the final two games. Mike
Hooper and Brett Faryniars return to
hold down the defensive end positions.

The question mark on defense is at
linebacker, where only one player re-
turns with any starting experience.

Brigham Young

Last year’s 8-5 season seemed like an
eternity for the fans in Provo. Things
weren’t the same. Gone was the offense
that rolled up yardage against anybody.
Gone was the streak of All-America
quarterbacks.

Turmoil also plagued the Cougars off
the field—three players were caught
forging prescriptions for pain killers.

So where do the Cougars go from
here? Coach Edwards, who is entering
his 16th season at BYU, hopes the direc-
tion is up. Going into fall practice, he has
given the quarterback reins to junior Bob
Jensen, who saw considerable action in
the final four games last season. In his
first start he led the Cougars past Air
Force on national television, but he also
struggled in BYU's 31-10 loss to UCLA in
the Freedom Bowl.

If running back Tom Tuipulotu can
recover from a severe knee injury, he will
see alot of action. The Cougars should be
OK on the offensive line with three start-
ers returning.

The departure of defensive tackles
Shawn Knight and Outland Trophy-win-
ner Jason Buck to the NFL will leave the
Cougars some holes to fill. Nose guard
Dave Futrell is the top returnee.
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and would have to be considered the
favorite. A host of running backs will vie
for playing time. Robert Krause leads the
backfield in experience, having gained
178 yards in 33 carries in 1986.

Once again the Falcons will play for
two trophies this season—the WAC and
the Commander in Chief’s Trophy, which
goes to the service academy (Navy,
Army, or Air Force) with the best record
in games played against one another.

Hawaii

The Rainbows start out the season
with a new head coach in Bob Wagner,
and will also get a new look with the
Run-and-Shoot offense.

Wagner, who was former coach Dick
Tomey’s defensive assistant for 10 years,
brought in former Georgia Southern of-
fensive coordinator Paul Johnson to run
the complicated offense. Johnson’s high-
powered offense at Georgia Southern led
Division I-AA schools in rushing yards,
total yards, and points scored per game
last season.

Under Wagner’s direction the last four
years, the Hawaii defense gained a repu-
tation for stinginess and tenacious hit-
ting. Last season, the ‘Bows finished
sixth nationally in total defense, and have
finished in the nation’s top 20 in total
defense two out of the last three years.
This year Wagner has left the defensive
chores to assistant coach Rick Ellerson.

No one played a bigger part in Hawaii’s
defensive success last year than Al Noga.
The 6-2, 260-pound senior defensive
tackle was an Associated Press first-team
All-America pick and captured WAC
Defensive Player of the Year honors,
managing somehow to beat out Outland
Trophy winner Jason Buck of BYU.
Heading into his senior season, Noga is
already recognized as one of the top
defensive linemen in the country and
holds Hawaii career records for most
tackles that result in a loss (51), most
tackles for a loss in a season (31), most
sacks in a season (17), and most fumbles
caused in a season (6).

Noga and defensive back Pat McCray
are the only returning starters on the
defensive side of the ball; the Rainbows
will count on talented but inexperienced
people to fill the holes. Players like soph-
omore tackle Nick Maafala (6-2, 260),
sophomore nose guards Dana Directo
(6-2, 250), and Tavita Sagapolu (5-11, 260)
will have to step forward this season.

How well the ‘Bows adjust to the Run-
and-Shoot this year will play a major role
in their success. Warren Brown heads
the list of quarterback candidates to run
the offense. His mobility gives him the
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edge over other potential starters, such
as sophomores Ken Niumatalolo (6-1,
200), Walter Briggs (6-0, 189), and red-
shirt freshman Garrett Gabriel (6-2, 185).
Marco Johnson, an All-WAC first-team
return specialist last year, will play wing-
back this season after catching 38 passes
for 520 yards as a split end last year.
Junior center Amosa Amosa (6-2, 265) is
back after an injury-riddled sophomore
year to anchor a young offensive line.

UTEP

A 4-8 season may not sound that great
by most college standards, but for the
Miners it was a big improvement, con-
sidering they could only muster eight
wins in the previous five years. Fans
were pleased with first-year coach Bob
Stull's performance, and even more im-
pressed by the fact the Miners lost three
games by a total of nine points. Those
three losses were hard to take—losing to
WAC champion San Diego 15-10, Air
Force 23-21, and New Mexico 24-22.

Offensively, running back John
Harvey will be the main threat, having
gained over a1,000 all-purpose yards last
year. Junior college transfer Pat Hagarty
established himself as the top quarter-
back in spring drills, replacing Sammy
Garza, one of the nation’s leading
passers last season. Hagarty will have
experienced hands to throw to because
the Miners return their top four wide
receivers. Arnie Adkinson, who saw alot
of playing time at tight end, also returns.

The defensive question mark for the
Miners is at secondary where safeties
Richie Wright and Terry Walker return,
but where the Miners will have a strug-
gle finding replacements for the comers.
The heart of the Miners defense is at
inside linebacker, where sophomore
Doug Morgan (6-1, 200), last year’s cata-
lyst, returns. The Miners, perpetual
doormats in the WAC, could possibly
finish with a winning record for the first
time since 1970.

New Mexico

The Lobos have been able to roll up a
bundle of yardage during the past two
seasons, but a weak defense has
dropped them to the bottom half of the
WAC. Last year seven New Mexico op-
ponents scored 30 or more points; the
Lobos gave up a 483.9 yards per game in
1986, second worst in the conference.

New head coach Mike Sheppard re-
places departed Joe Lee Dunn, who re-
signed after last season. Sheppard will
try a variety of differentlooks on defense

-in attempt to solve the Lobos’ defensive
‘woes.. “We are going to play a lot of -

different fronts, a lot of different person-
nel combinations, and try to get the best
people on the field for the proper situa-
tion,” said Sheppard.

Wide receiver Terrance Mathis is the
top returnee from last year’s offense,
which set a school record for total offense
with 5,269 yards. Mathis hauled in 53
passes for 955 yards and 10 touchdowns.
“I think everyone knows we emphasize
throwing the football,” said Sheppard.
“However, we're also going to attempt to
establish some running plays.”

The Lobos have 38 lettermen return-
ing and 16 players who started at various
times last season. But with only four
games at home this season, it could be a
long, hard season for Sheppard and his
staff.

Colorado State

The Rams have shown steady im-
provement ever since coach Leon Fuller
took over the reins of the CSU program
in 1982. But this may be the year the
Rams take a step backward because
Fuller will have his hands full trying to
replace all-everything running back
Steve Bartalo, who led the WAC in rush-
ing four straight years, and quarterback
Kelly Stouffer, the most prolific passer in
the school’s history.

Last year the Rams had an opportu-
nity to win their first WAC title in the
school’s history, but back-to-back losses
to San Diego State and Utah during the
stretch derailed those hopes.

Junior college transfer Scooter
Molander is the best bet to replace
Stouffer, although returning junior Tim
Pedersen is also in the running.

Whoever wins the job will have last
year’s entire receiving corps back intact.
Flanker J.D. Brookhart, last season’s
leading yardage receiver (27 catches, 581
yards), will share the position with
speedster Sanjay Beach (13-192), while
Todd Tyrell (28-496) and Dewey Dorough
(14-224) will both see action at split end.

For the first time in four years the
Rams will go to a two-back formation.
Scott Whitehouse takes over tailback du-
ties while a host of candidates vie for the
fullback slot.

Tackle Doug Fiala and guard Todd
Eakes are the only returning starting
offensive linemen, and Robert Dakovich
replaces two-time AIl-WAC center Guy
Goar. Fiala figures to make a bid at post-
season honors.

Safety Ron Cortell, an all-league sec-
ond-team selection and the team’s sec-
ond-leading tackler (109) last season, re-
turns for his junior year. ll ,

] —Tom Christensen
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Pac-10
Conference

The Grass Will Be
‘Greener’ For UCLA

EVER MIND NEEDING A

scorecard to identify the play-

ers in the Pac-10, give us one to
help determine who's coaching where.
This past offseason produced the
greatest coaching turnover in the league
in recent memory. Larry Smith moved
from Arizona to USC, Dick Tomey took
over at Arizona, Dennis Erickson re-
placed Jim Walden at Washington State,
and Bruce Snyder took the reins from Joe
Kapp at California.

Talent usually prevails, however, and
UCLA appears to have the edge in what
again should be another close race. Actu-
ally, the only difference between the
Bruins and the other contenders might
be one player. No other team in the
conference has a weapon as explosive
and dangerous as tailback Gaston Green.

Arizona State, the defending Pac-10
champ, lost a lot from ‘86, but coach John
Cooper has built a solid foundation in
just two years. Washington is always
strong and has perhaps the league’s best
returning quarterback in Chris Chan-
dler.

Under Smith, USC will attempt to
revive memories of its once crunching
ground game, while Arizona unveils a
new offense. And Stanford, believe it or
not, will build its attack around a run-
ning back. That by itself is enough to
make things interesting.

UCLA

They’ve started trying to locate a suit-
able spot on the UCLA campus for the
Heisman Trophy, the one that might bear
the name of Gaston Green.

Some say all that stands between
Green and the first Heisman won by a
UCLA player since Gary Beban 20 years
ago is Green’s health, no small matter
considering that the 5-11, 190-pound sen-
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ior has yet to play a full season at the
college level. Consider last year, when
Green was hobbled at the start. When he
returned healthy, he averaged better
than 164 yards a game rushing and
scored 12 touchdowns over the final
seven games, setting school records for

Predicted Order Of Finish

1. UCLA

2. Washington

3. Arizona State

4. USC

S. Arizona

6. Stanford

7. California

8. Oregon

9. Oregon State
10. Washington State

Players To Watch:

Gaston Green, RB, UCLA; Chris Chan-
dler, QB, Washington; Aaron Cox, WR,
Arizona State; Marcus Cotton, LB, USC;
Chuck Cecil, S, Arizona; Brad Muster, RB,
Stanford; Brian Forde, LB, Washington
State

Teams To Watch:
Arizona State, USC

Games To Watch:

Oct. 10—Arizona State at Washington;
Oct. 17—USC at Washington; Oct. 31—
UCLA at Arizona State; Nov. 14—Wash-
ington at UCLA; Nov. 21—UCLA at USC;
Nov. 28—Arizona at Arizona State

rushing yardage (1,405) and touchdowns
(17). He helped the Bruins to an 8-3-1
mark.

Having Green at full strength will
overcome the loss of offensive coordi-

nator Homer Smith (who's now coaching
in the pros) and quarterback Matt Ste-
vens, Oklahoma transfer Troy Aikman,
who has a strong arm, and Brendan
McCracken, who is quick enough to run
the Wishbone, are vying for the open
quarterback spot.

Tailbacks Eric Ball—coming off a knee
injury—and James Primus are good
enough to start for most other teams,
and they will see action behind Green.
Fullback Mel Farr, who appears to have
recovered from a back injury, provides
yet another running threat.

Willie (Flipper) Anderson (36 catches)
is the top returning receiver, and the
offensive line is strong and rich in experi-
ence.

The Bruins’ defense returns seven
starters and is especially deep and expe-
rienced along the front line, led by nose
guard Terry Tumey.

Senior linebacker Ken Norton is one of
the nation’s best. Darryl Henley, Dennis
Price, and James Washington are experi-
enced members of a secondary that was
plagued by injuries last year.

“We should once again have a very
competitive football team,” said coach
Terry Donahue. “We have a lot of seniors
in key roles, and if some of our young
players come through, Iexpect us to have
a very good season.”

Washington

The Huskies move to a new home for
this season, the Kingdome, a move ne-
cessitated by the collapse of a new addi-
tion to their stadium on campus. It
shouldn’t be an omen, however.

Don James, the dean of Pac-10 coaches
(101-39-1 in 12 seasons at Washington,
including 8-3-1in ‘86) will be gunning for
his ninth straight bowl appearance and
first trip to the Rose Bowl since the 1981
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